The Interesting _History of Carlmont Par ent 6 s Nur sery Sc

F

The Ohlone Indian tribe lived in Belmont , and much of the SF Bay
Area, before the Europeans ar r i ved. 0 Itribe, twieadth
was not measured in the amount of possession s someone owned,
but what you coul d s harGtyofvBdnionto t
webpage. So, CPNS families are honoring the Ohlone land and
tradition with  ouramazing a n d 0 acb-iopemtive spirit.

This is the Belle Monte Swimming Pool in the 1920s.
The back parking lo t at CPNS is where this pool once was.

Since CPNS is still play -based, we are honoring the spirit of these people who seem
to be having a great time swimming!

CPNSoday where the pooloncewas, 2008



Belle Monte County Club, 1920s
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Belle Monte Pool, same walkways are used today to ride bikes at CPNS

During the Belle Monti Country Club days, these same walk
ways were used to get to the pool and to sunbathe near,
today they are used by many preschoolers to ride  tricycles
and be pulled in wagons. In the summer , they are run on to
get in the blow up pool and through th e sprinklers.

So, not much has changed!

Fun in the rain, 4pm class 2008
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NOW and THEN at CPNS probably the best compliment that any scho ol can

experience is to have previous students decide to

bring their own children back. ~ Almost every year
we have a CPNS alumni return with their own
child. Leland Paige is a current alumni/parent

Leland at 3 %2 and his mom at CPNS



Michelle Beckham interviewed Leland for the December, 2 007 Alumni Newsletter,

she wr ot e cam&ktoehoosinga nursery school for his 3%z year old son,

Leland Paige didndt have to do much research.
sisters Jessica and Amanda Urioste. Now33 year s ol d, Lememmhed doesnod
too much of his time at CPNS. He remembers CPNS with its wide open halls  and

numerous play rooms. But what he recalls most is that he loved to spend the entire
classplayingout si de wi t h t h eAndilsdemphesdsar Victorasr s é .

folowingi n his fatherds footsteps, -fahetrtycles. 6ut si de

ROMANCE STARTED AT CPNS: Erin and Michael Pont , now married 6 years,

actually met at CPNS in 1978 when they were both 3 year old students in Teacher

Bar bar a and .Jkeyendes upgeéttengnsarried 18 years later! Erin says

she remembers playing o0housed6 in the |little h
needles as their spaghetti dinners. Apparently some CPNS mothers stayed in

touch through their 0 mo thlwasrmadelupiotduimrpgying gr ou p,
mo ms . Then, when they were both in kindergar
Jersey, before he moved, Michael actually proposed marriage to Erin. Sadly

Mi chael s mom passed away, but hien dsst inholm seevnetr y
Christmas (she was the only mom from the oOomot
with. In 1996, they reunited and actually participated in a CPNS class reunion on

the campus. In 2003 they married and now live in Austin,  Texas with their son

Owen (age 4) and Ema (age 3). Erinshared, o0 Mi chael and | al ways pi
l eft off . o

Sarah Pederson, a former CPNS parent and
alumni herself (seen in the plaid jumper )
shares the following , d do vividly remember
making pudding wit h hand mixers and getting
to lick the beaters and our fingers after! We
were even in the newspaper (maybe th atd why
lremember i t ! ) . 0




Sarah Pedersonds t wGPN&hil dr en
here (below) is a pictu re of her daughter Ellie  (in

Ty ey s s obd b

the orange shirt) on f ormer Teacher Ki m& lap with

Natalie,at Arata 6s Pumpkin Farm i
Bay/ 2005 -3am class field trip . That was a great

field trip. Many of us parents got completely

disoriented in the hay -maze and started to panic.

We had to remain cool for the kids, Teacher Kim

was Very pregnant with Eric at the time, and we all

just kept walking around the maze in circles.

Finally Rosi eds  mg
Trish was brave enough B
. for all of us to hoist

her up the wall to the

top; she re-oriented us
and got the group out! It was a memorable day indeed!

Since the Beginning

‘CPNSWaS officia lly incorporated in 1961, today
(5/08) we serve 64 students and 62 families.

CPNS has always beena play- based preschool .
Today the child is encouraged to guide the course

of their own day: whether it is outdoor play,
having a snack whenevert hey 6r e hungr

the block room, creating something wonderful at
the creation station or listening/  making music in the music room. All of these doors are
always open to each child, during the classes at CPNS.

Pl ay gui des daily&érning atCPNSG.s



Our founding mother is the ve  ry

well- known Lilian Gonshaw- Katz. The

Impact of Lilian ~ G. Katz on Early Childhood

Education, according to a paper by the
Clearinghouse on Early Education and Parenting , http://ceep.crc.uiuc.edu , reads:
oin 1961, s he founded the Carlmont Parents Nursery School in San Carlos close
to their home, whe re Miriam (her youngest child) spent her nursery school years.
Lilian worked one morning each week at the co -op and continued until Miriam
entered kindergarten. Her work at these co - ops sparked her interest in early

childhood education. _ Lilian Katz has demonstrated leadership in the field of early

childhood education in the United States and around the world . Lilian has authored
more than 150 publications, including articles, chapters, and books about early
childhood education, teacher ed ucation, c hild development, and parenting .. She is
the recipient of numerous honors, including two Fulbright Awards . Lillian Katz's
scholarly work in such areas as the distinctions between mothering and teaching,
parenting preschoolers, children's social d evelopment, teacher growth and
development, dispositions as a goal of education, the differences between self -
esteem and narcissism, mixed -age grouping, and the Project Approach have
substantially enriched the knowledge base of our field. rFew others of her

generation have contributed so much to the

development of the field of early childhood

education. 6 - Clearinghouse on Early Education and Parenting -

http://ceep.crc.uiucedu A p r i/, 2008 ol n reseée
history of CPNS, | contacted Ms. Katz and asked her
to share some of her thoughts in regard to starting

CPNS. She was thrilled to hear it was still

successfully running. | thanked her , on behalf of all
CPNS families , for her initiative  in starting this
wonderful place for our children. 0 - Sarah Eggen -
Thornhill.  In response to my questions, Lilian shared,
0O0As to the motivation for fo
of increasing suburban living for young families. My

eldest son had been in a cooperative nursery sch ool at Sam Lahey & Bill Schneider, 1969
Visitation Valley Community Center just south of the Cow



